Fariba Adelkhah and Roland Marchal are academic prisoners. Franco-Iranian anthropologist Fariba Adelkhah is a Research Professor at CERI Sciences Po. Because the Iranian authorities refuse to recognize her French nationality, they do not allow consular visits. Yet that dual nationality is precisely what makes her a good bargaining chip, in the Iranians' geopolitical calculations.
in Somalia, Sudan, Chad and the Central African Republic. 5 Unlike his colleague and friend, he does get a monthly consular visit. His detention conditions in the Revolutionary Guards' quarters are, however, particularly harsh.
On 24 December 2019, Fariba Adelkhah and one of her fellow inmates, Australian academic Kylie Moore-Gilbert, managed to smuggle an open letter out of prison. 6 . In it, they announced that they were beginning a hunger strike for their own release as well as that of "all academics and researchers unjustly imprisoned in Iran and the Middle East". Six weeks later, Fariba is still on hunger strike.
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On January 6, 2020, the espionage charge against Fariba was lifted. However, she is still charged with undermining state security and "propaganda against the Islamic Republic". The most serious charge, which carries the death penalty, has been dropped, but the case is far from closed. Roland Marchal is accused of "collusion" for the purpose of undermining state security.
A transnational mobilization 7
Fariba Adelkhah and Roland Marchal are not the only detainees being used as bargaining chips by the Iranian authorities. Other detainees whose situation has been made public include Kylie Morre-Gilbert, Anoosheh Ashoori, Aras Amiri, Siamak Namazi, Morad Tahbaz, Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, Ahmadreza Djalali, Kamran Ghaderi and Michael White. Most of these women and men hold dual nationality. 7 All are victims of geopolitical issues that have nothing to do with them. According to the Center for Human Rights in Iran, dual nationals and foreigners are subjected to similar treatment: long stays in solitary confinement, repeated interrogations (aimed at getting them to "confess" to things that did not happen), conviction on the basis of vague, non-specific charges.
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In September 2019, at the margins of the UN General Assembly, relatives of the detainees set up the "Families Alliance Against State Hostage Taking". 8 Its main objectives are to raise awareness of the fate of detainees (and more broadly to "state hostage-taking") and urge both governments and the UN to take action. In France, the Fariba Adelkhah and Roland Marchal Support Committee 9 has called for the suspension of institutional scientific cooperation with Iran, out of solidarity with imprisoned colleagues and as a means of exerting pressure on a state accustomed to engaging in such practices. 10 
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As this editorial goes to press, no-one can say when our colleagues will be released. It could be a matter of months, or years. Only one thing is certain: there is an urgent need to get them out of there and organize to bring an end to this policy of repression and political instrumentalization of researchers.
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